CHARLADIES

labour market is, the more readily is she to be found. She
cannot strike; she cannot, en masse^ rebel; she can do nothing
but gain or lose the few odd hours which she at present
enjoys of necessary labour. And so she is easy fun for the
novelist and dramatist whose notion of humour is jocularity;
and we shall continue to read about her or see her straggling
across the stage, wearing ragged rabbit-skins about her neck
and hats like birds' nests, canvas aprons, wedding-rings and
sloppy shoes, carrying herself as if she were either a female
pugilist or a living advertisement of failure to take Cheeryble
Salts. She will exhibit to the end of the chapter all the meaner
horrors of domestic human nature, from garrulity and
inquisitiveness to verbal affectation and pigeon-toes. Poor
woman, she has no redress! All that those of us who respect
her can do is to make whenever possible a plea that she should
be considered as an individual, and not abandoned without
protest to the twin infamies of slavery and ridicule.
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